
 

River watch 

WDPS are keeping a watch on levels of pollution in the River Lea in Wheathamp-

stead.  Three of Thames Water’s sewage treatment works (at East Hyde, Harpenden and 

Wheathampstead) discharge treated sewage into the river where biochemical processes 

usually neutralise this wastewater. However, when rainfall is heavy and prolonged in 

the upper catchment of the river, the capacity of these sewage treatment works is 

sometimes exceeded, leading to legal ‘storm discharges’. These comprise largely raw, 

untreated sewage mixed with rainwater which pollutes the river.  

Local recreationalists and dog walkers who, for example, use the river at the Meads, 

have begun to monitor the occurrence of these polluting storm discharges by googling 

Thames Water’s ‘live’ map at https://www.sewagemap.co.uk  This map shows when 

storm discharges are taking place at each of the sewage treatment works, and also the 

level of river pollution, so that use of the river can be avoided.  

Recently, the device at the Wheathampstead sewage treatment works, which is trig-

gered when storm discharges occur, ceased to function and, unhelpfully, went off-line 

for several weeks.  This meant that local users were unable to tell when a storm dis-

charge was taking place.  WDPS contacted Thames Water requesting that this device 

be fixed as soon as possible so that local users can once again monitor river pollution 

levels.  As a result, we are pleased to say that the device is now working again. 
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Revitalising Crinkle-
Crankle Corner:  

A Community-Driven 
Vision 

 

Exciting plans are underway to 

transform Crinkle-Crankle Cor-

ner (also known as Tithe Barn 

Yard) into a functional but wel-

coming space that complements 

the Crinkle Crankle Garden and 

enhances the heart of Wheath-

ampstead. A working group 

with representatives from 

WDPS and the Parish Council 

will lead this ambitious project, 

but your voice is also vital in shaping the future of this corner of the village cen-

tre. 

Crinkle-Crankle Corner is the area to the left as you approach King Edward Place 

from the High Street.  Many people walk through it on their way from the centre 

of the village to the Crinkle Crankle Garden or Rectory Meadow. 

The primary aim of the project is to make the area a presentable and accessible 

entrance to the Crinkle Crankle Garden.   Early objectives include: 

• Tidying the area: Levelling uneven ground and preparing the site for further 

development 

• Encouraging community use: Designing a space that fosters involvement and 

appreciation 

• Sustainability: Creating a low-maintenance area that is both practical and at-

tractive. 

Ideas put forward so far include planters, a memorial ‘tree’ (metal structures to 

which ‘leaves’ dedicated to loved ones can be welded) and features that engage 

children and schools (such as a herb garden and fairy garden). 

 

Engaging the community 

The working group is committed to ensuring the community is involved from the 

start.  In addition to involving schools, questionnaires will soon be circulated to 

gather ideas and feedback, and this will be followed by a public meeting where 

initial plans will be discussed. 
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Tidying the crinkle-crankle bed: 
Above left:  Before    Below Left: During 

Above: After 

 

This collaborative approach aims to ensure that Crin-

kle-Crankle Corner reflects the needs and desires of 

the village while forming the main entrance point to 

the much-loved Crinkle-Crankle Garden from which 

it is separated by an archway in the wall. 

Get Involved 

This is an opportunity for everyone with a view to contribute to a transformation 

of a key central site, so please look out for consultation announcements and let us 

know your ideas for the Crinkle Crankle Corner.  We shall be contacting WDPS 

members shortly. 

Next Steps and Early Actions 

The project will progress in phases.  Some enthusiastic WDPS members have al-

ready tidied the bed at the base of the crinkle-crankle wall.   Early next steps in-

clude consulting the neighbours, removing some of the existing uneven tarmac 

and identifying any underground services that may exist beneath the site.  
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WDPS Christmas Cards and 2025 Calendar 

We are delighted to be selling our new design Christmas Cards and 2025 Calendars 

with photographs taken and kindly donated by Wheathampstead residents David 

Duggett, Sayling Low, Elizabeth Morgan and the ever amazing Jo Barnes. 

Christmas Cards are A6 size and £5 for 12 cards and envelopes with 4 designs. 

2025 Calendar this year features stops on the new Wheathampstead Underground 

Map, is A3 when folded out and £10 each.   

Available now at Manor Pharmacy and the Post Office. Orders can also be taken 

for delivery of cards and calendars by email to  

info@wheathampsteadpreservation.org.uk  

 

WDPS Wheathampstead Underground 

We are delighted to be also selling our new Wheathampstead Underground tea-

towels, mugs and prints.  

Tea-towels, mugs and A4 prints are £10 each larger A3 print is £15 each. They are 

available at the post office or orders can also be taken for delivery by email  

info@wheathampsteadpreservation.org.uk  
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Update on Planning Application: 

39 The Broadway, Gustard Wood 

One of our aims is to preserve what is best and where possible improve the envi-

ronment and oppose inappropriate development in Wheathampstead and the 

surrounding area. 

We have been working with the District and 

Parish Councils and the local community to op-

pose the development at 39 The Broadway, Gus-

tard Wood. Despite four planning application re-

fusals the owner, who is the founder and director 

of HAAST Ltd construction company, continued 

development on the site whilst he appealed the 

decision. 

We are pleased to update that the Planning Inspectorate has dismissed the appeal 

and we are now working with Enforcement Officer to request action to remove 

the unauthorised development. 

 

Repair Fair to return to Wheathampstead in 2025 

SAVE THE DATE - Saturday 26th April 2025  

Wheathampstead Repair Fair (St Albans District Fixers in partnership with 

WDPS) ‘Fixers’ will be on hand to repair portable electrical appliances and 

household clothing and fabric that might otherwise be thrown away. 

Saturday 26th April 2025, 2-5pm, Chapel Halls on Brewhouse Hill, AL4 8AG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many  items were successfully repaired at the 2024 Repair Fair. 
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St Albans City and District Council Draft Local Plan 2041 

 

WDPS has responded to the SADC Draft Lo-

cal Plan 2041. We have urged the council to 

revisit the plan and challenge the Govern-

ment’s Standard Method for calculating 

housing needs which would see an addition 

of 14,603 new houses. 

• The plan assumes a significantly higher 

population than the current population 

projections from the Office of National 

Statistics   

• There are no detailed plans or funding 

allocation required for the infrastruc-

ture and service improvements required 

to meet the growth in population 

• There is no detail on how the plan is go-

ing to meet climate change targets, deal 

with extreme weather events or achieve 

the target to increase biodiversity by 10% 

• The majority of housing will be built on Metropolitan Green Belt which is 

protected 

• There is no detail or finding required to improve transport networks (road 

and rail) and cycleways 

• There is no detail or funding required to improve the water networks and 

ensure the Lea is protected from pollution 

• There is no mention of protecting secondary school placements for Wheath-

ampstead residents  

• We have asked the council to consider a more equitable balanced plan that 

serves the needs of the St Albans District residents.  

 

Please find a link to the full response:   

https://wheathampsteadpreservation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/WDPS-

comments-SADC-local-plan-Oct-2024-final.pdf 
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Wheathampstead Wombles are under new management 
 

After many years of being managed by Iain Begg, 

responsibility for the Wheathampstead Wombles 

litter pickers has been handed over to Mark Par-

sons, who has been a resident in the village  for 

over thirty years.  

The Wombles have now  been provided with some 

new equipment (bags and pickers) by Veolia and 

the WDPS have agreed to buy more fluorescent 

jackets  and hazard signs for when they are pick-

ing  the busier areas. They are also speaking to the 

company who supplied the SMART speaking bin 

outside Loafing with a view to getting it repaired. 

The Wombles have  also been in consultation with 

Herts CC about creating an app or web page, allow-

ing people to adopt a small area or road in the vil-

lage they will try to keep clean and be able to rec-

ord their efforts on a local map.  

Although there are still a few areas around the village where litter is regularly 

dropped (High Street and public car parks), most of Wheathampstead is kept clear 

by some committed Wombles and local residents. So some other Wombles have 

been trying to deep clean the local lanes getting into the bushes and ditches to clear 

out the rubbish that has been left there for years.  

So if you want to help keep our village clean and have any spare time, please email 

the WDPS on info@wheathampsteadpreservation.org.uk  

A date for your diary: AGM 2025 

7.30pm on Thursday, 6 March 2025 

Our recent AGMs have been held on Fridays, so please note the change 
of day. 

2025 will be the WDPS’s 30th anniversary, and in a change 

from our usual presentations, we have invited Gail Stuart to be our guest speaker 

and reminisce about her childhood with her father, Eric Morcambe.  

As usual there will be wine, soft drinks and nibbles.   

We will be asking you to book your place in advance as it will surely be a popular 

event. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Wheathampstead gets its first Happy-to-Chat bench 
 

Welcome to Wheathampstead's new Happy to Chat bench, located on the corner of 

the BT Exchange site in East Lane.  This attractive curved bench is one of a grow-

ing number of Happy to Chat benches across the country, which aim to encourage 

community conversation and help combat loneliness.  

The arrival of this bench is the result of a truly collaborative effort: it was con-

ceived and arranged by the WDPS, approved by BT Group, funded by the Wheath-

ampstead Community Group, and installed for free by the extremely kind and gen-

erous team at WB Landscapes & Son (www.wblandacapesandson.co.uk). 

The Old Bakery: Continued disappointment 

We continue to follow up with de-

velopments at the Old Bakery, but 

sadly we do not have any positive 

news just yet.  We understand 

that the owners of the building are 

still in discussion with potential 

developers.   

The developers are asking SADC 

for a Pre-Planning Application, 

but it is complicated as the Old 

Bakery is a listed building.  So right now, all we can do is wait to hear the outcome 

of SADC’s deliberations.  Meanwhile we continue to press the building owners to 

tidy up the tarpaulins but without success to date. 
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Recent WDPS working groups 
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.Recent WDPS working groups—Cont’d 

 Wheathampstead and District Preservation Society                                                                                        December 2024 

Left.   
Grassing over the former wild-

flower bed in East Lane which, 

although it was colourful each 

year when the flowers first 

bloomed, was unfortunately 

soon trampled on and became 

very messy.  

Right. 
Emptying and redesigning the compost 

heap in the Diamond Jubilee Garden 

Left. 
WDPS’s annual bulb planting fo-

cussed this year on the garden in 

front of Hilldyke Community Cen-

tre, where we planted a couple of 

hundred daffodil bulbs. 


