Wheathampstead &- District Preservation Society

Protecting and promoting Wheathampstead November 2025

Anyone who regularly passes through Crinkle Crankle Corner will have seen the remarkable transformation

that has taken place over recent months. Recently local contractors AR Landscapes completed a suite of long-
planned improvements, bringing new life to this rather neglected spot. The area has been carefully levelled and
tidied, with upgraded drainage to prevent the persistent puddling that once gathered there. A graceful new

pathway now winds through the space, its gentle curves echoing the iconic crinkle crankle wall.

Adding a playful touch, a pebble channel now runs alongside the path. This will become
é"“‘ cRQQ a colourful showcase of hand-painted stones created by residents of all ages. The first

Q\ ’; batch were put in place during our Pebble Painting Party on Saturday 18 October, and
o \ we look forward to seeing the channel grow as more pebbles are painted in future.
NSNS

.—_3-—_—_-3_1—. Work continues behind the scenes too. Plans are
CORNE in motion to restore the building. Although the
original hand-painted murals succumbed to the

weather, new versions have been produced on durable boards and will

brighten the corner in the years ahead.

&
been to ensure the space reflects the whole community, from younger

voices to long-standing supporters.

very much welcome your advice at
info@wheathampsteadpreservation.org.uk
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Looking after the village’s benches

During the Summer WDPS surveyed the village’s benches, photographing each bench and ex-
amining its condition. Thirty-six benches were catalogued within the centre of the village, the
Meads and the playing fields. This particular survey excluded benches located further away
from the village centre, for example those '
around the cricket pitch near the Wicked
Lady public house.

The results of the survey have been shared
with the Parish Council who have agreed to
gradually fund the refurbishment, where
feasible, of those benches which are in poor ;
condition. Six benches have so far been pri-
oritised for treatment (sandblasting, sanding
and recoating with a protective finish). Re-
furbishment takes place in The Forge on the
Meads.

Trialling of the refurbishment process took
place earlier in the year, with very pleasing
results, and involved removing the bench
on the footpath through Rectory Meadow
and then replacing it when refurbishment

was completed.

WDPS Wheathampstead Underground Merchandise

We are delighted to be also selling our Wheathampstead Underground tea-towels, mugs and
prints. Tea-towels, mugs and A3 prints are £10 each with the smaller A4 print is £5 each. They
will be available at Light’s Up or orders can also be taken for delivery by email
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Update on the Old Bakery

As far as we are aware, a planning application has not yet been submitted by Jarvis, but it is ex-
pected soon. Meanwhile we are still scratching our heads trying to think what can best be done

to improve the appearance of the Old bakery site, and especially those dreadful tarpaulins.

Our current thinking is that the multi-coloured tarpaulins should be replaced with white ones,
with the possibility that we can paint the lower levels of the tarpaulin to outline the windows
and other key features, so making the building look altogether more attractive. This will be a

more cost-effective solution than a full building wrap.

We are talking to Jarvis and also the current building owners to see if we can achieve this, in
terms of both permissions and cost. We know it is something very important to all of us who

live nearby, and we continue to try to achieve a better solution.
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Wh’eathampstea'd says
farewell to Nigel And Marlgn
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Some of you will already know that Nigel and Marion Oxley moved away from Wheathampstead in
October to start a new chapter of their lives in Somerset. Marion was a founder member of WDPS
thirty years ago. When she left the Committee Nigel stepped in and was Vice-Chair for nearly
twenty years.

It goes without saying they will be sorely missed. But they will not be forgotten. A tree has been
planted in the Crinkle-Crankle Garden in recognition of their longstanding contribution to the vil-
lage as a whole and Nigel’s hard work in the Garden. We wish them well in their new life.
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Repair Fair returns to Wheathampstead

On 26th April WDPS hosted its
second Repair Fair at the Chapel

Halls, welcoming 12 volunteers
& from the St Albans District Fix-
|/ ers team. The talented fixers
were on hand to repair electron-
ic items including a hoover, a
TV, a keyboard and a ride on toy
car stuck on the fastest setting
(1), plus fabric items such as a

dress and a rucksack.

Out of 40 items brought along,
24 were fixed -completely,
8 would be mendable if a new
part could be purchased (these
items could be brought back to a
future fair around the district)

and only 8 were irreparable.

Aside from keeping approximately 78kg of waste from landfill and preventing 508
kg of carbon emissions, the bonus was the incredible buzz during the whole
event, the appreciative response :

of the attendees and the won-

derful camaraderie of the repair @

team.
1-' 5 4 !3

Repair Fair 2026 : s 3 Y MR
WDPS plans to host another Re- AT 4\ ‘ ,h'\'{,.‘ ! , F I !
pair Fair next year, and mem- je= ‘?;:-'\ ,"; ;‘ XED &

. .. YL E ,
bers will be sent a priority book- L A o ‘
ing link. g ; o N
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. Thinking of going in the river?

The East Meads regularly attracts families and dog walkers who enjoy the natural envi-
ronment of meadows, trees and the river. Adults, children and dogs can often be seen
messing about and having fun in the river, particularly during the summer months.
However, not everyone seems to realise that the river water is not sterile and that it
carries bacteria and many different types of contaminants. Occasionally, there have
been reports of children having tummy upsets after playing in the river.

WDPS has been keeping an eye on wastewater (treated sewage and runoff) and storm-
water discharges (untreated sewage and runoff) from the East Hyde and Harpenden
sewage treatment works which are about 10 and 3 kilometres respectively upstream of
Wheathampstead. They affect the quality of the river water at the Meads. We have al-
so been monitoring discharges to the river from an ‘outfall’ pipe just a few metres
downstream of the bridge on the Meads. This is from the Wheathampstead sewage
pumping station which is opposite The Forge on the Meads. This outfall is very close
to places where people play in the river.

As a result, WDPS have created a poster providing straightforward advice on how to
try to stay safe when entering the river and having fun. The poster shown on the next
page is on display near The Forge, close to the bridge.

Discharges of stormwater to the Lea at each sewage works can be monitored by anyone
by consulting ‘The Sewage Map’ at www.sewagemap.co.uk
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...................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Rivers are natural and fun - but they’re not sterile. They often carry
. bacteria and contaminants.

Before you go in:

Check the depth of the water and the flow to make sure you or your children
- will be as safe as possible

Avoid swimming or dipping in the water after heavy rain because this is when
. contamination presents the greatest risk '

Cover cuts or grazes with water-proof plasters, and preferably wear water
. shoes

While you are in:
Avoid swallowing any river water or splashing it in eyes.
After you come out:

Wash hands and face with soap and clean water, and shower when you can

For more tips and information visit:
The Clean Rivers Trust at Www.cleanriverstrust.co.uk/about/
The Outdoor Swimming Society at
https://www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com/10-ways-to-stay-well-swimming
The Sewage Map at Www.sewagemap.co.uk/

It was good to see you on Village Day!

The sun shone down for Vil-

lage Day this year and it was

great to see so many of our
members at our WDPS| .
stand and welcome some

new ones.

We had our Wheathamp—
stead Underground mer-
chandise and Notelets for
sale and also revived our lit-
ter picking challenge with o
prizes for the fastest litter

pickers!
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Eric Morcambe’s daughter entertains at WDPS AGM

As part of WDPS’s 30th birthday cel-
ebration, our AGM was a little differ-

ent this year: we invited Gail Stuart
to be our guest speaker, and she rem-
inisced about her childhood with her

father, Eric Morcambe.

We were delighted too to welcome
so many members who joined us for
cheese, wine and birthday cake. The
committee for 2025-26 was elected

(see next page).

WDPS presented two types of award
this year. Receiving certificates for
the Community Award were Horn-

beam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary for

their tireless work in looking after our spikey friends, Marion Oxley for her work in so many

community initiatives and Wheathampstead Wanderers Football Club for the success with their

new pavilion.

Those recognised by receiving Preservation Award certificates were Maureen McCaffrey, for her
continued enthusiasm in keeping Wheathampstead tidy, The Swan, for their wonderful floral dis-
play and support to the village and the Wheathampstead Wombles for their extensive litter col-

lections.
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Eric Morcambe’s daughter entertains at WDPS AGM (Cont'd)

The WDPS Committee for 2025-26:
Arthur Manzo Den Parker Diane Black Fiona Duggett

Julie Bell Mark Parsons Nigel Oxley Richard Brett

Rick Elliott was later co-opted on to the Committee. Nigel Oxley recently resigned on moving
away from Wheathampstead.

ke ad
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Above. A full house for the WDPS AGM

Right. Cutting the 30th birthday cake

Wheathampstead Wombles
at work

cleaning local signs
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WDPS members visit Waterend House
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/

One Saturday this June around 15 WDPS members were given the opportunity of visit-
ing the grounds of Waterend House, the Jacobean Manor House by the River Lea. The
garden is notable for its seasonal beauty, especially in spring.

property with little help and &
supports Ukrainian guests
from Lviv, providing them :
respite from the war.

We enjoyed us a guided tour
of the garden, heard about
the history of the house and
the specimen trees and were
then treated to homemade
cakes with teas and coffees.
There was a small charge,
and all proceeds went to the

National Garden Scheme.
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